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Helland’s Highlights 

The Legislature will begin debate on the Government Reorganization bill this Thursday and continue into Friday. If passed as it currently reads, the bill will save the state $61 million. The bill combined with the early retirement bill and Executive Order 20 will save the state $175 million. However, this still falls short of the Governor’s goal of savings by $341 million. The House Republicans are still pushing reforms and attempting to streamlining the government to make up the rest. 

Auditor Vaudt released his report on Governor Culver’s budget on Wednesday.  The budget, using Legislative Service Agency’s numbers, exceeds the statutory 99% expenditure limitation.  The Governor claims his budget is more than $60 million under the 99% limitation.  However, because the Governor implemented $83 million of savings that will have no impact on the general fund, the budget ends up going over the 99% limitation by $25 million.  The people of Iowa deserve a budget that is balanced and legal. 

This week the House Labor Committee began debate on HSB 702, which allows the unions to charge a “bargaining and grievance reimbursement fee” to non-union Executive branch employees. This is known as “fair share”  by some but is an attack on Iowa’s Right to Work status. Currently, it is unlawful to require an employee to pay dues, contributions or fees to any labor unions, associations or organizations. This will give the unions enough funds to pay for their operations and use the additional $5.6 million to bankroll their political influences. This law will set a precedent that allows for the mandatory payment of union dues. House Republicans and small band of Democrats will continue to fight for Iowa’s Right to Work status. 

As always my email is erik.helland@legis.state.ia.us and phone is (515) 281-3221, please contact me with any questions or concerns.

Sincerely, 
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